
Edyta Stein



Edyta was born at the end of the 19th 
century in Wrocław, then part of 
Germany. She was the youngest child 
in a practicing Jewish family.



Edith quickly lost her faith. Edyta fell into 
religious indifference quite early. As a junior 
high school student, she decided: "Don't pray 
anymore." For many years she was an atheist 
who, however, searched for the truth.





For her mother, the baptism of her daughter 
was a real shock. She could not accept the 
path her daughter followed. She, in turn, 
knew that the gulf between her mother was 
apparent and that Christianity was the 
fulfillment of God's promise to Abraham. The 
desire of the young Edyta was to enter the 
Carmelite convent. For the next 11 years she 
was a teacher and social activist



She traveled around Europe delivering lectures 
on the need to renew society and the state, 
on the vocation and role of women, peace and 
human dignity.





She worked as a teacher of pedagogy, but by 
that time she had made three private vows 
and was already living as a nun in the world, 
devoting a lot of time to prayer. In 1933, the 
Nazis came to power in Germany. The 
persecution began Edyta, as a Jew, had no 
right to hold positions in education or at the 
university



Her confessor agreed to the coveted entry into 
the convent. On October 14, 1933, she 
entered the Carmelite Congregation in 
Cologne, and on April 15 of the following year 
she received the Carmelite habit.





In 1942, when she and her sister Róża were 
arrested by the Gestapo in the Dutch city of 
Echt. The arrest of all priests, religious and 
nuns was an act of revenge on the part of the 
Nazis against the episcopate of the 
Netherlands, which in a pastoral letter 
condemned the Nazi crimes against the Jewish 
population.



On August 7, 1942, she was deported along with 
other Jewish prisoners to Oświęcim, where 
she was gassed, probably on August 9, 1942.
John Paul II announced her blessed during his 
pilgrimage to Germany on May 1, 1987 in 
Cologne, a saint on October 11, 1998 in Rome, 
and on October 1, 1999, one of the patron 
saints of Europe.





Edith Stein was engaged in scientific, mainly 
philosophical, activities. She translated the 
texts of St. Thomas Aquinas and J.H. A new 
man. As a barefoot Carmelite woman with a 
rich inner life, she expressed her beauty and 
experience by writing a work about St. John of 
the Cross "Teaching about the Cross".



". For many reasons, Edith Stein's philosophy is 
sometimes referred to as the "philosophy of 
light". It is primarily devoted to man as a 
conscious, thinking and free being, as well as 
to God and the way that leads to him.
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